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Burundi 
French Minister Mediates Peace Agreement 


Announces Parties’ Commitment 


LD3003 153795 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] France’s cooperation minister, 
Bernard Debre, who was sent to Burundi to mediate or 
try to mediate, and who extended his visit until today, 
managed to obtain the agreement of the president and 
prime minister of that country to sign a declaration in 
which they commit themselves to guaranteeing peace 
and security in the country and to use all the means [at 
their disposal] to achieve this. This declaration, 
according to the minister, won the support of all parties. 
He said so a few minutes ago in Bujumbura before he 
flew to Paris: 


[Begin Debre recording] After a few days I managed to 
talk, listen, and made others talk, resume severed con- 
tacts between various figures and political parties. I met 
with all the opposition parties who signed the govern- 
ment convention. I met with the parties of the presiden- 
tial movement [mouvance presidentielle], the army 
General Staff, and various members of the army General 
Staff and the Gendarmerie General Staff, ministers, the 
prime minister, and the president of the republic, first 
separately, then three times all together. 


We agreed that a declaration should be issued by the 
president and the prime minister. The declaration was 
approved verbally by all the political parties with the aim 
of a lasting peace with genuine reconciliation and signif- 
icant international aid (to follow]. [end recording] 


Discusses ‘Plan of Action’ 


BR3103113495 Paris LIBERATION in French 30 Mar 
95 p ll 


[Report by Stephen Smith: “France as imediator in 
Burundi’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The main actor in a “shuttle 
dip'omacy” between hostile forces in Burundi, French 
Ccoperation Minister Bernard Debre achieved a first 
result yesterday. During a ceremony held in the after- 
noon at the presidential palace in Bujumbura, the (Tutsi) 
prime minister submitted to the (Hutu) head of state a 
“plan of action” that identifies as “priority of priorities 
the restoration of peace and security.” As requested by 
financial backers, France especially, the document 
includes a commitment from the Army—which is 95 
percent Tutsi—to carry out “the process of disarming 
and dismantling terrorist gangs with more tenacity and 
determination than before.” 


Since such “terrorist gangs” are mostly those extremist 
Tutsi militias which—under protection from the Army, 
if not with the latter’s active help—have just “cleaned 
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up” Bujumbura’s Hutu districts, such words in the prime 
ministers’ “action plan” are to be considered a concilia- 
tory offer. However. this offer is somewhat mitigated by 
the fact that the same document praises the police force 
for, according to Antoine Nduwayo, “doing a remark- 
able job in protecting all citizens without exception”... 
While admitting that a number of “black sheep” may 
have “gone too far,” the prime minister asks that “the 
police, civil service, and the populat‘on do all they can to 
denounce and hunt down terrorists.” 


The “action plan” of the Burundian Government is a 
first step on the road defined 10 days ago by EU foreign 
ministers in Carcassonne [France]. Back in Bujumbura 
after an emergercy meeting at the [French] prime min- 
ister’s office, Beriiard Debre—who has been very active 
behind the scenes—has been trying since day before 
yesterday to get all parttes to agree to two things: 
Establishing a united front of all moderates, and the 
proclamation of a “two or three year” political truce 
which, backed by “exceptional assistance” from the 
international community, would ultimately lead to 
national reconciliation. The first act in this scenario— 
which has the support of UN special representative in 
Bujumbura Ahmedou Ould Abdallah—would be a 
solemn agreement between Hutu President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya and Tutsi Prime Minister Antoine Ndu- 
wayo which all political forces would then recognize... 


Yesterday, nothing indicated that the prime minister’s 
“‘action plan” was going to be approved, not only by the 
president of the Republic, but also by the major Hutu 
and Tutsi parties. 


Intended for “‘some politicians,” the prime minister's 
message, which asks that they stop “diabolizing national 
security forces,” was in danger of not being heard by the 
victims of the recent massacres and all those who have 
long demanded the “democratization” of an Army 
whose only “national” characteristic is its name. Unfor- 
tunately. calling into question the coercion monopoly 
held by the Tutsi minority (15 percent of the population) 
would end the “balance of terror” between the Army and 
the Htu’s demographic advantage, a balance which 
Paris, “for lack of a better thing,” considers is “the very 
foundation of potential renewed stability.” 


On Tuesday [28 March], France submitted to the UN 
Security Council in New York a draft resolution meant 
to help its mediation efforts in Burundi. The text, which 
is currently being examined, is also expected to give new 
impetus to the notion of a “conference between coun- 
tries of the great lakes region”—Burundi and Rwanda, 
but also Zaire, Uganda, Tanzania, and possibly Kenya— 
which would look at “the issue of borders and minorities 
at the regional level,” officials at the French prime 
minister's office said yesterday. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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President, Prime Minister Issue Peace Appeal 


EA3003210995 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in "rench 1800 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The president of the 
Republic, Sylvstre Ntibantunganya, and the prime min- 
ister, Antoine Nduwayo, this morning signed a declara- 
tion on their commitment to peace in the country. In 
their declaration, the president of the Republic and the 
prime minister commited themselves to the Burundian 
nation in assuring peace and security [words indistinct] 
before al! the political, social, and professional partners 
that, for a period of three years, the priority objective 
will be peace and national reconciliation. 


After signing the declaration, President Ntibantunganya 
expressed his satisfaction with the agreemert: 


[Begin Ntibantunganya recording] I am pleased to have 
signed the declaration today. [Words indistinct] we want 
the call to all the partners in the national arena and the 
international community to be understood as a national 
leap foward aimed at achieving together what the Burun- 
dian people and the world expect from the Burundian 
political class, which is (?to bring about) peace. [passage 
indistinct] We here want to tell all our partners that we 
cannot give in to fatalism or [word indistinct], neither of 
which can bring about reconcilation or development. We 
cannot become prisoners to our history. If we allow 
ourselves to remain paralyzed, if we do not think about 
this country’s future today, we will not achieve anything. 
Therefore, let us think about ourselves, our children, and 
grandchildren, and think about the Burundians of the 
year 2000 and beyond. 


We are telling you government members that you are 
crew members of the ship called Burundi, which for 18 
months has been sinking. You have the duty to bring it 
back to the surface quickly, under the leadership of the 
president of the Republic and his prime minister. In 
order to succeed, we must row in the same direction. 
There is no alternative if we want to refloat our ship. 


To the leaders of the political parties, we note that each 
has his cabir. in the ship and is one of the passengers. 
Therefore, we request them to help us to overcome the 
waves and avoid pirates and other saboteurs waiting to 
obstruct our progress. [passage omitted] 


To all the commanders of the Burundian Armed Forces: 
We call upon you to take control of your men, to do 
everything in the Republican spirit to reassure every- 
body—be assured of our support. Our challenge for 
today’s peace is everyone’s commitment—Hutu and 
Tutsi—while the Burundian nation and the entire world 
observe us. Together, with no suspicion or cheating, with 
no duplicity in words or deeds, we shall overcome the 
challenge to the advantage of the Burundi people and to 
our honor. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


The French cooperation mnister for his part signed a 
declaration in which he committed himself on behalf of 
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the French Government and in the framwork of the 
European Union to resolutely support the Burundi Gov- 
ernment in its endeavor in favor of peace and national 
reconciliation. [passage omitted] 


French-Speaking States To Send Peace Missions 


AU3103101195 Paris AFP in English 2342 GMT 30 
Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, March 31 (AFP)— 
Foreign ministers representing 47 French-speaking 
countries and governments on Thursday [30 March] 
decided to send a ministerial mission to Burundi to back 
international peacemaking efforts there, officials said 
here. 


The mission was approved at a conference of French- 
speaking nations and will be headed by Benin Foreign 
Minister Robert Dossou, aided by two other ministers of 
his choice—one from Africa and the other from either 
Europe or the Americas. 


Dossou said the team would evaluate the situation in 
Burundi, where hundreds have died in the last few weeks 
in fighting between Hutus and Tutsis, and work with the 
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity 
to prevent “an explosion of horror.” 


French-speaking nations want to avoid the ineffective- 
ness they demonstrated in the face of last year’s horrific 
violence involving Hutus and Tutsis in Rwanda. 


Nduwayo Rejects Calls for Foreign Intervention 


EA3003191295 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Burundian Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo held a news conference today for 
national and international correspondents. During the 
news conference he referred to the security situation, 
repatriated persons, displaced persons, and the possi- 
bility of genocide and foreign intervention. Here is an 
excerpt from the news conference: 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] Mr. 
prime minister, there seems to be a certain ambiguity in 
certain statements made by Burundian officials. There 
are statements about an impending genocide. Other 
statements call for intervention by foreign troops, and 
others still call for foreign observers. As head of the 
government, can you give us the facts? What is now at 
the core of the Burundian crisis? 


[Nduwayo] They have exploited ethnic feelings. [sen- 
tence as heard] Today, there are forces saying: No, we 
cannot allow extremism to cause the country’s collapse. 
This is not the first time they have called for foreign 
forces or have talked about genocide. It has been the 
same story ever since the beginning of the crisis—foreign 
forces must intervene, foreign forces must come. What 
will the role of the foreign forces be? They do not say, but 
they hope that it will be to dismantle the national army. 


Th 5 report mey contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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This has always been the obsession for certain people 
and groups. Genocide is dramatized to convince the 
international community that it is just around the 
corner, and that foreign forces must be brought in to stop 
it. What I would like to say is that if there is genocide, the 
foreign forces cannot stop it. Can you get a soldier into 
every banana plantation in the hills to stop anyone being 
killed? The fact of the matter is that if we start killing one 
another in broad daylight, no force can stop it—none. 
We have thousands of hills. We have 5 to 6 million 
people. If they start killing one another, the international 
community will only send assistance, as it did in 
Rwanda. That is all. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Gendarmerie Chief Interviewed on Road Checks 


BR3003153895 Brussels BRTN-TV1 Television Network 
in Dutch 1830 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{Interview with Gendarmerie Chief Major Henri Habon- 
imana by Katelijne Hermans in Bujumbura on 29 
March—live or recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] The situation in 
the Burundian capital of Bujumbura has calmed down 
somewhat after the massacres perpetrated last weekend. 
However, tensions between Hutus and Tutsis are still 
very high and new incidents have reportedly taken place 
outside Bujumbura. Many foreigners prefer to play it 
safe and are leaving the country. Today 130 Belgians 
have left the country. Colleague Katelijne Hermans 
reports from Bujumbura: 


{Begin recording] [Hermans] [passage omitted] [video 
shows Hermans at a Gendarmerie check post on a 
Bujumbura access road] In the Burundian capital of 
Bujumbura, many people are doing their best to pretend 
that everything is normal, but the calm is very fragile and 
the troops of law and order are on standby. 


{Gendarmerie Major Henri Habonimana, in French] 
The Gendarmerie and the police are performing routine 
checks; they are checking vehicles to see that they are not 
carrying arms into the city. 


(Hermans, in French] It is not to prevent the people who 
fled the city from returning? 


{Habonimana] No, it is rather to normalize the situation. 
People are having more and more confidence in the 
forces of law and order because they know it is the forces 
of law and order which guarantee their security. 


[Hermans] It is not so certain whether this confidence 
really is so widespread. For the time being the thousands 
of Hutus who fled last weekend are not yet thinking of 
returning. [end recording} 


‘Up to 40,000’ Refugees Leaving for Tanzania 
AB3003201695 Paris AFP in English 1958 GMT 30 
Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, March 30 (AFP)— 
Up to 40,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees living in camps in 
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Burundi took to the road Thursday [30 March] seeking 
refuge in Tanzania because of fears of ethnic unrest, aid 
groups said. 


Witnesses said Burundian Army units and Tutsi extrem- 
ists sparked the exodus. 


Italian journalist Giovanni Porzio said the exodus was 
prompted by killings in nearby hills by the Tutsi- 
dominated Army and Tutsi extremists. 


Religious workers in the regions said women and chil- 
dren had also suffered under “ethnic cleansing.” 


The Burundian Army believes the Rwandan camps 
shelter Hutu extremists behind the worst massacres in 
Rwanda last year. They suspect them of being involved 
in attacks on their units. 


The medical aid charity Medecins Sans Frontieres said 
all the Rwandan refugees housed in the Magara camp in 
northern Ngozi Province left in the morning. The camp 
accomodated some 40,000 Rwandan Hutus. 


The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
estimated the number of people fleeing Ngozi Province 
at 20,000 but said many more were likely to follow. 


The exodus was in addition to tens of thousands of 
Burundians who have fled the tiny central African 
country to Zaire because of ethnic tension. Hundreds of 
people have died in Burundi in the past few weeks in 
clashes that have fueled fears of a scenario similar to 
Rwanda, where up to one million people were massacred 
last year. 


Aid officials said the flight of the Rwandan refugees from 
Burundi was probably also linked to the upcoming first 
anniversary of the death of the presidents of both coun- 
tries in a plane crash. 


That incident on April 6 triggered the Rwandan blood- 
bath, in which Hutu extremists are blamed for killing 
between 500,000 and a million people, mainly Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus. 


The two countries share the same ethnic makeup—a 
Tutsi minority and Hutu majority. 


The Rwandans fleeing Burundi on foot Thursday for 
Tanzania have a 100 kilometer (60 mile) trek ahead of 
them. Rwanda neighbors Burundi to the north, and 
Tanzania is to the east. 


Medecins sans Frontieres said it would set up a medical 
aid station on the road leading from Ngozi to border 
with Tanzania. 


Ngozi, home to 120,000 of the 200,000 Rwandan refu- 
gees in Burundi has been tense ‘or days. The Tutsi- 
dominated Burundian army suspects Rwandan Hutu 
extremists blamed for the massacre are among them. A 
grenade blast Monday in a refugee camp killed 12 and 
wounded 20. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Meanwhile, Bujumbura was calm Thursday after spo- 
radic shooting and the explosion of some grenades 
overnight. Burundians generally welcomed a diplomatic 
and military plan put forward to pull the country back 
from the brink of civil war. 


The peace plan proposed Wednesday by Prime Minister’ 


Antoine Nduwayo called for disarming “terrorist gangs,” 
appealed for calm by all politicians, and a diplomatic 
offensive with neighbouring countries hosting refugees. 


On the diplomatic front, visiting French Aid Minister 
Bernard Debre said he had won assurances from Presi- 
dent Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, a Hutu, and Nduwayo, a 
Tutsi, to try “to ensure peace” in their country. 


Debre signed a separate declaration on behalf of the 
French government and the European Union promising 
to “resolutely support the Burundi Government in its 
efforts for peace and national reconstruction.” 


“It’s not peace but it’s a step on the way to peace,” the 
French minister said. 


In Moscow, the Foreign Ministry said it had made all 
necessary preparations for evacuating Russians and 
other residents of the former Soviet Union from 
Burundi. 


Some French and Belgian citizens have already left the 
country on what has been described as an early Easter 
vacation. 


Mayor Reports Refugees Returning From Zaire 


EA3003211595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 30 Mar 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The mayor of Bujumbura, Pie 
Ntiyankundiye, today announced that people who 
recently took refuge in Zaire were returning. He took the 
Opportunity to condemn those who were discouraging 
others from returning. 


[Begin Ntiyankundiye recording] I wish to inform 
Bujumbura residents, all Burundians, and even for- 
eigners listening to us, that our call to the refugees from 
Bwiza and Buyenzi Districts who went to Zaire and 
Gatumba was heeded, because many people came home 
today. One even said they were coming from Zaire. We 
hail this, but I also wish to warn those who are doing 
evervthing they can to discourage people from returning. 
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We have heard that after we left the place, some people 
came to tell them not to go home. As you can see, this is 
unfounded, since many people came home today. [sen- 
tence as heard] We also heard that some people are 
telling people in the town to move to the hills or beyond 
the borders. We also call on the town residents to ignore 
those people. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Zaire 


Opposition Calis For ‘Mass Demonstration’ 
AB3003151095 Paris AFP in French 1140 GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 30 Mar (AFP)}—The 
Zairian radical opposition, led by Mr. Etienne 
Tshisekedi, has called for a mass demonstration 
tomorrow to demand the resignation of Archbishop 
Laurent Monsengwo, the chairman of the High Council 
of the Republic-Transitional Parliament [HCR-PT]. In a 
communique published this morning in the newspapers, 
the radical opposition condemned the Zairian prelate, 
whom it accused of “‘lies,”’ “betrayal,” “‘an avid taste for 
power,” and “tarnishing the distinguished image of the 
Catholic Church.” 


The radical opposition, which had been full of praises for 
Monsignor Monsengwo, due to his political acumen, at 
the time of the 1991 to 1992 Sovereign National Con- 
ference and, then, as chairman of the HCR-PT, now is 
reproaching him for having favored the appointment of 
Leon Kengo wa Dondo, the current prime minister from 
the moderate opposition. The Zairian moderate opposi- 
tion was formed by various political parties belonging to 
the Sacred Union of the Radical Opposition, after a split 
in this group in April 1994 between radicals supporting 
Tshisekedi and moderates, who backed Kengo. 


Tshisekedi and his supporters maintain that Kengo was 
appointed prime minister by the HCR-PT through 
““scheming,” mostly on the part of Msgr. Monsengwo. 
They believe that the only “iegal government” is that of 
Tshisekedi, who was dismissed by head of state Mobutu 
Sese Seko soon after the January 1993 mutiny in the 
Zairian capital. Furthermore, the communique calling 
for tomorrow’s march is signed by “Etienne Tshisekedi 
wa Mulumba, prime minister of the legal and legitimate 
government, and leader of the opposition.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Kenya 


Moi Warns Against ‘Connivance’ With Foreigners 


EA28. 3172395 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 28 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today [28 March] said that Kenya 
maintained friendly relations with the neighboring 
states. However, he regretted that Uganda had begun 
showing active hostility toward Kenya. The president 
said the country was beefing up security arrangements to 
counter any threats to national security in order to 
protect the people and their property. He warned the 
Kenyan opposition that their connivance with foreign 
powers to subvert their motherland was noi part of the 
democratic process but treason. President Moi was 
addressing a goodwill delegation from Murang’a and 
Thika Districts [Central Province] led by a former MP 
for Makuyu, Mr. Jesse Gachago, at State House, Nairobi. 


Moi, SPLM Leader Discuss Cease-Fire 


EA3103101795 Nairobi KNA in English 0910 GM7 I 
Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 31 Mar (KNA)— 
President Daniel arap Moi this morning at State House, 
Nairobi held discussions with the leader of Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), Colonel John 
Garang. 


Col. Garang briefed President Moi on the cease-fire he 
and the Sudanese Government declared last week, which 
was brokered by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 
President Moi welcomed the cease-fire and expressed 
hope that it will hold. The president also said he hoped 
the UN would take keen interest in this new develop- 
ment and that it would monitor it well enough until the 
end. 


Official: No Army Camps in Mount Elgon Area 


EA2803174695 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 28 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] District Commissioner Mr. 
Titus Ngoyoni has said that, contrary to claims by 
FORD [Forum for the Restoration of Democracy Party]- 
Kenya Chairman Kijana Wamalwa, no government mil- 
itary camps have been set up in the area. Mr. Ngoyoni 
told KENYA NEWS AGENCY in Kapsakwony that 
security personnel deployed in the area were on normal 
patrol stating that there was no cause for alarm. 


The DC was reacting to reports appearing in yesterday’s 
edition of the DAILY NATION where the FORD- 
Kenya chairman was reported to have accused the gov- 
ernment of setting up military camps on Mt. Elgon with 
an intention of linking them with the military wing of 
FERA [February 18 Resistance Army] and the opposi- 
tion. He cautioned Wamalwa to desist from dragging the 
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name of the otherwise peaceful district inte dirty polit- 
ical propaganda. Mr. Ngoyoni challenged the opposition 
legislator to cooperate with the government ‘to maintain 
security if he was genuinely interested in the welfare of 
Kenyans. 


Editor Threatens Resumption of Rwandan War 
AB3003 105895 Paris AFP in French 1426 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nairobi, 29 Mar (AFP)}—The 
managing editor of the KANGURA newspaper, who was 
accused of inciting the massacre of Tutsis, today thre t- 
ened to use “every possible means, including propa- 
ganda, to make the war resume,” if the refugee problem 
is not solved. 


The KANGURA is in Kinyarwanda and was being 
published before last year’s genocide which left at least 
500,000 dead. It is now printed abroad. Its manager, 
Hassan Ngeze, issued a communique in Nairobi in 
response to an article published by a Kenyan daily saying 
that the Rwandan Government is asking the Kenyan 
authorities to ban the circulation of this newspaper, 
which is now printed in Nairobi. Kigali is also accusing 
KANGURA of using propaganda to justify the genocide 
of Tutsis. 


Hassan Ngeze denied the allegations, explaining that his 
newspaper is printed in Brussels and sold in Zaire, 
Tanzania, Kenya, Burundi, Paris, and Brussels. 


More than 2 million Rwandans, almost all Hutus, sought 
refuge in Rwanda’s neighboring countries. 


“As a journalist and a refugee...if the Rwandan problem 
is not solved peacefuily, I will support every possible 
means, including propaganda, to promote resumption of 
the war,” Hassan Ngeze threatened, calling on the “‘inter- 
national community” to try and “solve this crisis in a 
friendly manner, otherwise a lot of blood will be shed.” 


Carter’s Comments ‘Personal,’ ‘Irrelevant’ 


EA2803 114895 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 28 
Mar 95 p I 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] KANU [Kenya African 
National Union] Secretary General Joseph Kamotho 
yesterday said former U.S. President Jimmy Carter’s 
comments on the row over American journalists now 
under threat of deportation were tantamount to inter- 
fering in Kenya’s internal affairs. “Foreigners like Mr. 
Carter, should not interfere with Kenya's internal 
affairs,” he said in Kisumu where he was attending a 
seminar on the state of education in the Nyanza Prov- 
ince. 


Mr. Carter warned on Sunday [26 March] that expelling 
the journalists would adversely affect Kenya’s global 
human rights image. 
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Mr. Kamotho reiterated that the government’s position 
on the issue of Geportation of the journalists remains 
despite Mr. Carter’s caution. “Those are his personal 
opinions which are irrelevant to Kenyans,’ Mr. 
Kamotho said. He added that the country would not 
tolerate foreigners who abused the hospitality extended 
to them. 


Mr. Kamotho, who is also the education minister, said 
the three journalists “wrote lies about the country and 
we cannot accept such things”. He said he fully sup- 
ported the position of the government as stated by the 
minister for information and broadcasting, Mr. 
Johnstone Makau. 


Last Friday, Mr. Makau demanded an apology from the 
journalists on pain of accreditation revocation and pns- 
sible deportation. 


The journalists writing for TIME, NEWSWEEK, and 
THE WASHINGTON POST services are accused of 
writing offensive articles about Kenya and the president. 
Two of them—Joshua Hammer (NEWSWEEK) and 
Andrew Purvis (TIME) have said they stood by their 
reports and will not apologize. Stephen Buckley (THE 
WASHINGTON POST service) has not been in the 
country. 


In a meeting with President Moi, Mr. Carter cautioned 
that there was no likelihood that the three would apolo- 
gize because that would be undermining freedom of the 
press. He advised the government to send the “correct” 
version of the local events to the editors of the publica- 
tions. 


Meanwhile, the Kenya Union of Journalists (KUJ) yes- 
terday asked the government to drop its demand for an 
apology and the threat to deport the journalists. In a 
letter to Mr. Kamotho, the KUJ secretary general, Mr. 
George Odiko, advised the government to go to court if 
it felt aggrieved. “Registered journalist organizations 
must not be threatened in this manner. The government 
should go to court, though we wish to discourage the 
government from taking all press matters like this to 
court,” he said. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 


Authorities Expect Thov.aids of Refugees 


EA3103101095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0700 GMT 31 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] As a result of the continuing 
fighting between Hutus and Tutsis in Burundi, 1,500 
refugees from Rwanda and Burundi have entered Ngara 
District, Kagera region, since the day before yesterday. 
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Repurts from Negara say the refugees are part of some 
50,000 to 100,000 refugees expected to enter the district 
any time now. The refugees, who were in refugee camps 
in Burundi, decided to escape to Tanzania as a result of 
the current ethnic clashes in Burundi. 


Meanwhile, police in Kagera region are holding 103 
people believed to be Rwandan refugees as part of an 
ongoing search for refugees who had fled their camps in 
the region. The Kagera regional police commander, 
Ndugu Elias Mahenge said yesterday the crackdown 
follows recent increased acts of armed robbery, killing of 
civilians, cattle rustling, and crop theft in Kagera region. 
Ndugu Mahenge has ordered refugees still loitering in 
estates to return to their camps at once before the 
government takes stern legal measures against them, 
including taking them to court for being in the country 


illegally. 
Uganda 


Museveni Says Visit to Kuwait ‘Successful’ 


EA3003213895 Kampala Radic Uganda Network in 
English 1700 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] President Yoweri Museveni has 
described his recent state visit to Kuwait as successful. 
The president was speaking during a press conference, 
which he addressed at Uganda International Conference 
Center in Kampala today. Mr. Museveni said during his 
visit to Kuwait he met with members of the business 
community, who showed a lot of interest to come and 
invest in the country. He ranked the Kuwaiti business 
community as number three after India and Sweden. 
[passage indistinct] the lisi of business community 
interest in Uganda. 


Answering questions put to him by journalists, President 
Museveni cautioned the politicians against using divi- 
sive language. He said that NRM [National Resistance 
Movement] will continue to support what it believes is 
right for the couniry. Mr. Museveni said the whatever 
the CA [Constituent Assembly] agrees on must be abided 
by the population. 


On security the president cautioned those who are 
involved in causing insecurity in the country to stop it. 


Turning to the economy, Mr. Museveni said that the 
NRM changed its policy to encourage private enterprise, 
because it found public enterprises not viable for devel- 
oping the country. He said that the government will 
continue to work for the economic devlopment of the 
country through optimum use of available resources and 
encouraging private investmnt as a prerequisite for 
employment. 
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ANC Outlines Constitution Efforts 
(Internet) ANC Gopher in English 13 Mar 95 


[First in a series of biweekly bulletins issued by the ANC 
Constitutional Commission: “Constitution News”— 
received via Internet} 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Constitution News is distrib- 
uted fortnightly by the ANC’s National Constitutional 
Commission to keep ANC, Alliance and MDM [Mass 
Democratic Movement] structures informed of develop- 
ments in the constitution-making process. 


Welcome to the first edition of Constitution News. It will 
be produced fortnightly by the ANC Constitutional 
Commission as a way of keeping the structures and 
membership of the movement informed of develop- 
ments both within the Constitutional Assembly [CA] 
and within the structures established by the ANC to 
facilitate its input into the constituion-making process. It 
will also provide a forum to raise issues of the constitu- 
tion for discussion. 


Constitution News is not a one-way operation— 
provinces, regions and branches are encouraged to use 
Constitution News to raise pertinent debates, problems 
or queries. This first edition provides an introduction to 
the constitution-making process—outlining the struc- 
tures of the CA and their functions, and presenting the 
structures established by the ANC to coordinate our 
input into the constitution. Futures editions will provide 
more detailed information on the work of the CA theme 
committees and on issues which we in the ANC need to 
resolve. 


The task of writing a new constitution poses several 
challenges not least of which is the limited time period in 
which the constitution needs to be written. If we want a 
constitution which embodies the democracy for which 
we have struggled so hard, we need to ensure that the 
ANC is leading the process. As an organisation we need 
to be one step ahead of the Consitutional Assembly. The 
constitution should also reflect in the process of its 
writing, that same commitment to democracy. We need 
therefore to involve as many people as possible in 
writing the constitution. 


The CA itself has embarked upon a public participation 
programme. We should complement and deepen that 
programme by ensuring that every member of the ANC 
and the democratic movement has some personal 
involvement in the constitution. To achieve this, provin- 
cial constitutional commissions need to be established as 
a priority, and effort needs to be put into their effective 
functioning. The provincial commissions will be repon- 
sible for establishing clear lines of communication 
between itself, the national commission and regional and 
branch structures. The development of a coherent ANC 
constitutional vision and a complete set of constitutional 
principles is also a priority. 


The ANC National Constitutional Conference - to be 
held from 31 March to 2 April - will be crucial in this 
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respect. It gives us less than a month to circulate the draft 
policy proposals for the constitution throughout our 
structures, to have discussion on it, and to have that 
discussion inform the decisions made at the conference. 
There will be further information on the conference in 
the next edition. 


One of the greatest challenges is to make the process 
which unfolds in the Constitutional Assembly and in its 
theme committees understandable and accessible to the 
ordinary South African. Beyond that we need to ensure 
that the positions which we develop on the constitution 
have the support of the majority of South Africans - so 
we need to popularise our positions and argue for their 
correctness not just in the CA, but in society broadly. It 
is up to us to make this process people-driven. 


A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO CONSTITUTION- 
MAKING 


The final constitution of South Africa will be written by 
the Constitutional Assembly (CA), which was elected in 
last year’s national election. The CA is but one of several 
structures involved in the process. 


Constitutional Assembly 


The Consiitutional Assembly (CA) itself consists of 490 
members ail the members of the National Assembly and 
the Senate. The CA will debate and finally adopt the new 
constitutional text. The CA’s chairperson is Cde Cyril 
Ramaphosa and the deputy chairperson is the NP’s 
[National Party] Leon Wessels. The composition of the 
CA is as follows: ANC 312 members, NP 99 members, 
IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 48 members, DP [Demo- 
cratic Party] 14 members, PAC [Pan-African Congress] 
10 members, FF [Freedom Front] 5 members, ACDP 
{African Christian Democratic Party] 2 members. The 
CA has established a number of sub-structures to carry 
out the task it has been set. 


Constitutional Committee 


The 46 member Constitutional Committee (CC) coordi- 
nates the process on behalf of the CA. All parties are 
represented in the CC in the same proportion as in the 
CA. The CC has a mandate to undertake some level of 
negotiation and decision-making. The CC reports 
directly to the CA and is responsible for preparing 
reports and agendas for the CA to consider. 


Management Committee 


The 12 person Management Committee deals with mat- 
ters of process not substantive issues. It also prepares 
agendas and reports for the CC and deals with the 
day-to-day management of CA structures. 


Theme Committees 


Six theme committees have been established to each deal 
with specific aspects of the new constitution. The com- 
mittees are responsible for processing submissions from 
each of the parties as well as other organisations and 
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individuals. Theme committees do not have decision- 
making powers. They merely identify contentious and 
non-contentious issues and make recommendations to 
the CC. The theme committees are: 


1 Character of the State 

2 Structures of government 

3 Relationships between levels of government 
4 Funuamental rights 

5 Judiciary and the legal system 

6 Specialised structures of government 


Theme Committee Six has broken up into four sub- 
committees: 


* Public service and administration 
* Transformation and monitoring 
* Security apparatus 

* Financial institutions 


Each theme committee has special advisors and drafters 
io assist them in turning the submissions they receive 
into text which can be included into the constitution. 
Each theme committee is presided over by three chair- 
persons and a core group of seven to eight people. 


Time frames 


The process of writing the new constitution has been 
divided into six conceptual phases: 


* Evaluating the full extent of each Theme Committee, 
receiving and processing submissions and producing 
reports for the consideration of the CC. 

* Drafting political positions into legal text. 

* Referring the draft to the Constitutional Court to 
ensure compliance with the constitutional principles. 

* Placing the text before the public for further debate. 
* The teat will be ready for debate and adoption in the 
CA. 

* Certification will be sought from the CA. 


These are merely conceptual phases, and there will be a 
great deal of interaction and overlap between many of 
these activities. 


The deadlines which have been set for ihe process are: 


30 June 95 Theme committees submit their final reports 
14 July 95 The CA adopts a draft constitutional text 

31 Aug 95 The constitutional text is put before the 
Constitutional Court 

31 Oct 95 The draft constitutional text is published for 
public comment 

10 May 96 The CA debates and adopts new constitution 


Public Participation 


Through a community liaison strategy, the CA adminis- 
tration hopes to receive input from the population at a 
number of levels through, among others, written submis- 
sions, community meetings and sectoral conferences. 
This will be accompanied by a media campaign, which 
includes the CA pv'ication, Constitution Talk. The 
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ANC needs to be active in this process, as it provides an 
opportunity to have an even greater impact on the 
process of constitution-making. 


THE ANC’S LEADING ROLE 


The ANC has established a number of structures and 
processes to ensure thai its input into the constitution- 
making process is coordinated and inclusive. 


National Constitutional Commission 


The NEC [National Executive Committee] established 
last year the National Constitutional Commission 
(NCC). The NCC is responsible for processing the 
ANC’s positions on the constitution-making process and 
presenting proposals to the NWC [National Working 
Committee] and NEC for decision. The National Con- 
stitutional Commission meets every month, and more 
often when necessary. The following people are on the 
Constitutional Commission: N. Mandela T. Mbeki J. 
Zuma C. Ramaphosa C. Carolus A. Stofile Z. Skweyiya 
P. Maduna S. Mufamadi B. Kgositsile K. Asmal J. 
Nhlanhla J. Modise M. Manzini V. Moosa M. Maharaj 
D. Omar B. Ngcuka J. Netshitenzhe B. Mabandla F. 
Ginwala M. Phosa, one representative each from: nine 
provinces, ANC YL, ANC WL, Cosatu [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions], SACP [South African 
Communist Party] and SANCO [South African National 
Civic Organization]. 


Commission Secretariat 


The secretariat coordinates the work of the commission, 
and meets on a weekly basis. The following comrades are 
on the secretariat: Z. Skweyiya C. Ramaphosa V. Moosa 
F. Ginwala M. Manzini B. Kgositsile. In addition, an 
Extended Secretariat has been established which incor- 
porates the secretariat members and ANC representa- 
tives from each of the theme committees. This provides 
an ongoing relationship between the Commission Secre- 
tariat and ANC CA structures. The extended secretariat 
meets every week. 


ANC Theme Committee Caucus 


The Theme Committee “aucus of the ANC is comprised 
of al! ANC members of the six theme committees. The 
caucus coordinates the approach of the ANC to each of 
the theme committees, and reports on the progress of the 
theme committees to the Extended Secretariat. The 
caucus has established study groups of the ANC for each 
theme committee, so that ANC members can debate and 
formulate positions on the details of the issues of their 
theme committee. 


Provincial Constitutional Commissions 


Each Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) has been 
tasked with establishing a Provincial Constitutional 
Commission for debating constitutional issues at a pro- 
vincial level, and which can coordinate regional and 
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branch discussion and input into the constitution- 
making process. Each provincial commission is repre- 
sented on the NCC. 


CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE TO DEVELOP 
ANC POLICY GUIDELINES 


The ANC’s National Constitutional Conference will be 
held at Nasrec :n Johannesburg from 31 March to 2 April 
1995. The conference will be the culmination of a 
process of country-wide consultation and discussion on 
the ANC’s draft constitutional policy, and will provide 
the ANC members of the CA with a clear mandate. The 
draft constitutional policy document entitled Building a 
United Nation is being distributed to all the provinces, 
and should be discussed thoroughly in preparation for 
the conference. The Constitutional Commission will be 
meeting on 25-26 March to produce a final draft based 
on the discussions that have taken place around the 
country. Discussion at the cunference will mainly take 
the form of commissions delineated according to the 
contents of the draft proposal. Delegates to the confer- 
ence - approximately 756 people - will be drawn from 
ANC structures, ANC YL, ANC WL, alliance organisa- 
tions and structures in the MDM. 


The Building a United Nation document draws on a 
number of previous policy guidelines of the ANC, such 
as those developed in the May 1992 policy conference 
and the December 1994 National Conference. It also 
draws on the work of the former Constitutional Com- 
mittee of the ANC and from ANC submissions to the 
multi-party negotiating forum. Where necessary, new 
proposals have been suggested. The document suggests 
some basic approaches to the process of writing the new 
constitution, based to a large extent on the positive and 
negative experiences of the interim constitution. It says 
the final constitution needs to avoid some of the 
approaches to constitution-making and the consequent 
characteristics of the interim constitution, which: 


* were too detailed, and purported to deal with issues 
which should be left to parliament to legislate on. It is 
not in our interests to negotiate provisions in the consti- 
tution which can be dealt with by statute. In general, the 
only issues which should be constitutionalised are the 
principles upon which our democracy is founded and 
guaranteed, as well as the necessary identification of the 
essential features of the institutions which give expres- 
sion to these. The mechanics and rules of such institu- 
tions should be left to parliament to create. 


* provided an excessive set of structures, duplication of 
functions, often boosting the costs of government, some- 
times without any clear benefit to our people. The 
process did not encourage a ‘costing’ of the measures and 
means introduced. 


* concentrated on regional government and regional 
representation at the expense of local and national levels 
of government. 
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* abounded with complex, legalistic language. The con- 
stitution should be written in a concise style and be 
suitably designed. ‘et it should be drafted in clear, 
simple and understandable language. 


Guiding principles 


The document proposes that the ANC establish its own 
constitutional principles which will guide our members 
in the CA and in the theme committees. The document 
a suggests that the guiding principles should be as 
ollows: 


1. The constitution of South Africa shall create a frame- 
work to build a united and undivided nation. 


2. The character of the state shall be a multi-party 
democratic state based upon democratic majority rule. 


3. The Constitution shall commit the country to a 
non-racial and non-sexist order based on the inherent 
dignity of all persons and the equal enjoyment of all 
human rights. 


4. There shall be a bill of rights guaranteeing all accepted 
human rights including socio-economic rights and which 
shall be, where appropriate, applicable against all sources 
of power. 


5. The Constitution shall as far as possible empower the 
poor and the vulnerable to enforce their rights and shall 
inter alia create a Human Rights Commission and a 
Public Protector to perform this function. 


6. There shall be regular elections, at no longer than five 
year intervals, on a common voters roll based on uni- 
versal adult suffrage at all levels of government. The 
electoral system at the various levels shall ensure 
accountable representation. 


7. Parliament shall, subject to the Constitution, be 
supreme law-maker, and the expression o/ the will of the 
people. The executive will be accountable to it. 


8. Parliament must not be limited in its capacity to 
legislate so as to address the legacy of the past including 
such issues as land restoration, redistribution and affir- 
mative action. 


9. Government shall be formed by the majority party or 
voluntary coalitions, if any. 


10. Government shall be honest, accountable, trans- 
parent and cost-effertive. 


11. There shall be democratically elected government at 
regional and local levels (both urban and rural) whose 
powers shall be set out in the constitution. The powers of 
regional government shall! be subject to the need for 
national uniformity, national reconstruction and devel- 
opment, as well as the values ir the Bill of Rights. 
National government shall be ultimately responsible for 
financial and fiscal matters. 
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12. The civil service shall be representative, impartial, 
and shall loyally serve the government of South Africa 
and mechanisms shall be adopted to ensure the account- 
=bility and transparency of the public service. 


13. Separation of powers between the organs of govern- 
ment shall be provided for in a manner consistent with 
the accountability of the executive to Parliament and the 
principle of majority rule. 


14. The role and status of traditional leaders in the 
nonpartisan promotion and protection of customs, cul- 
ture and customary law, shall be recognised, subject only 
to the principles set out above. 


15. Powers should be distributed to the provinces so as 
to promote on the one hand government closer to the 
people, and popular particpation in governance, and, on 
the other hand to minimise antagonistic divisions 
between provinces and between levels of government. 


16. All provisions of the final constitution shall be 
capable of amendment subject only to the constitution- 
ally prescribed majorities and procedures. 


ANC ©c vs: ©: tional Conference Previewed 
MB3! s°5389* Johannesburg SAPA in English 0009 
GM1 _! *f%ar ?S 


[Report by Dirk van Zyl] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Cape Town March 30 SAPA— 
The African National Congress remained committed to a 
constitutional dispensation for South Africa [SA] con- 
taining elements of both unitarianism and federalism, 
ANC constitutional expert Professor Dirk du Toit said 
on Thursday. 


He told a media briefing in Cape Town on the eve of the 
ANC’s important weekend constitutional conference in 
Kempton Park that it was wrong to label the organisa- 
tion’s position—as contained in a document prepared 
for the conference—as a fall-back on unitarianism or 
centralism. 


The ANC’s proposals amounted to an “in-between type 
of mode!”’, as was the interim constitution, he said. 


Depvty President Thabo Mbeki—also the ANC’s deputy 
president—said the ANC had never approached the 
issue of the division of powers from an ideoiogical 


perspective. 


It was concerned that South Africa should remain a 
united country with government being as close to the 
people as possible, and with regional imbalances veing 
addressed. 


“There are a whole bundle of questions we'll take into 
account as to how powers should be distributed,” Mr 
Mbeki said. 


The conference, from Friday until Sunday at the Worid 
Trade Centre in Kempton Park, is aimed at empowering 


FBIS-AFR-95-062 
31 March 1995 


ard mandating ANC members of the Constitutional 
Assembly’s [CA] theme committees and of the ANC’s 
constitutional commission to speak more authoritatively 
on the ANC’s positions. 


Mr Mbexi stressed, however, that the resolutions 
adopted this weekend should be seen within the context 
of the ANC’s commitment to negotiations in the consti- 
tution-writing process. But there was no plan for any 
further ANC constitutional conference in future. 


ANC Secretary-Genera!l Mr Cyril Ramaphosa said the 
party’s National Executive Committee would remain the 
highest body within the party ensuring policy was 
adhered to. 


About 850 delegates—from the ANC’s nine provincial 
structures; its COSATU [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions}, SACP [South African Communist Party] 
and SANCO [South African National Civics Organiza- 
tion] allies; its Youth and Women’s Leagues; and from 
its MPs who serve on CA theine committees—are to 
attend the conference. 


Mr Ramaphosa said the ANC had always maintained 
that the constitution-writing process should not be a 
purely parliamentary exercise, but “should also bring on 
board ordinary South Africans and, indeed, all constitu- 
tional structures of the organisation”. 


The ANC challenged other parties to take a leaf out of its 
book and also invoive their constitutional structures in 
the process of drafting a permanent constitution for 
South Africz, he said. 


Conference topics will include the bill of rights, struc- 
tures of government and the distribution of powers to 
these structures, the system of justice, national commis- 
sions, the public service, SA Police Service, SA National 
Defence Force, auditor-general and the SA Reserve 
Bank. 


It is to be opened by Mr Mbeki in open session on Friday 
evening and on Saturday morning, after an in-put by Mr 
Ramaphosa, it will break into commissions in closed 
session for the rest of the day. They will report back to 
conference in open session at a plenary on Sunday. 


Buthelezi Criticizes Mbeki Response on 
Mediation 


MB3 103085295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0758 
GMT 31 Mar 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 31 SAPA— 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki was displaying tlie 
“arrogance of power” in rejecting Inkatha’s 'Inkatha 
Freedom Party, IFP] April 5 ultimatum for inic ational 
mediation, IFP President Mangosuthu Buthe!ezi said in 
a statement released on Friday. 


Mr Buthelezi, who is also minister of home affairs, has 
threatened to pull the IFP out of the Constitutional 
Assembly if last year’s mediation agreement is not hon- 
oured. 
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“In the history of human events there are times when the 
arrogance of power and the hubris of gimmicks and 
politicking can be met with no other reply than the 
silence of disdain and contempt for that which is so 
fundamentally wrong and dishonourable,” he said. 


He had been informed by Deputy President FW de Klerk 
that the latter had received a carbon copy of the letter 
sent to the home affairs minister informing him of Mr 
Mbeki’s decision. 


Mr Buthelezi said that while in Washington on March 3 
he received a telephone call from Mr Mbeki, pleading 
that the IFP’s national council and special general con- 
ference adopt no decision which ‘“‘could impair his effort 
to seek a solution to such issues”. 


‘Not having heard from him I wrote to impress on him 
the urgency of finding a solution.” 


Broad consultation on the issue among the ANC had 
apparently led to a delay in response. 


Referring ‘*o the refusal to entertain his ultimatum, he 
said: “At the core of his (Mr Mbeki’s) message is the 
newly concocted argument that the ANC does not con- 
sider itself in breach of the solemn agreement for recon- 
ciliation and peace”. This agreement was the result of 
over a year of negotiating. 


“These are the very issues which are now precluding 
consensus in the Constitutional Assembly’s theme com- 
mittees and underline the fact that their reports are 
listing as contentious all issues under consideration 
relating to issues identified in the terms of reference.” 


These issues had been on the table since the opening of 
Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South Africa]. 


“I am deeply saddened by the disgrace to the dignity of the 
democratic institutions and the people of South Africa who 
have to bear witness to their political leaders using their 
power to avoid the solemn obligations with the style of some 
underground schemer. There is really nothing one can say 
before such a display of undignified behaviour.” 


Mr Buthelezi left South Africa at noon on Thursday for 
an official trip to Zimbabwe. 


Mandela Opens Small Business Conference 


MB2903071295 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 0512 GMT 29 Mar 95 


[From the “AM Live” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Small business is claiming its 
rightful place in the South African business community. 
A Durban conference yesterday began a program of 
action to actively promote the establishment of small, 
medium and micro enterprises. The three-day confer- 
ence is being hosted by the Ministry of Trade and 
Development. Subrie Govender reports: 
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[Begin recording] [Govender] The conference was offi- 
cially opened by President Nelson Mandela and also 
addressed by Trade and Industry Minister Trevor 
Manuel and the Danish Minister for Trade and Devel- 
opment Poul Nielsen. All three leaders spoke of the 
urgent need for the establishment of a national move- 
ment to promote and support small businesses and for 
big corporations and small businesses to cooperate in the 
interest of the country as a whole. President Mandela, 
who was given a standing ovation by the delegates, 
announced that a national Small Business Council would 
be established soon to promote interaction between the 
small business and big corporations. 


[Mandela] The development of the sector will assist in 
the economic empowerment of those previously 
excluded. This does not of course mean that small 
business is the only domain of empowerment, nor does it 
mean that business opportunities and support are only 
for one sector of our society. It will not be easy to achieve 
these goals. Government cannot do it on its own. The 
cooperation and assistance of big business will be vital. 
We are hopeful that this sector will work with us to 
realize our common vision for the country. 


{[Govender] In his address Trade and Industry Minister 
Trevor Manuel said his department had embarked on a 
program to stimulate the small business sector in such a way 
that there could be redistribution of wealth in the South 
African economy. 


[Manuel] President has clearly signalled the commitment of 
the government of national unity to doing its utmost to 
promote small businesses in this country. [sentence as heard] 
I want to make it clear that the Department of Trade and 
Industry is fully prepared to act as a vehicle for the imple- 
mentation of this commitment. We intend to redesign both 
Our programs and our structure to fit in with these new 
objectives of government policy. This government does not 
view small and medium enterprises as a distinctly separate 
sector in our economy. Small enterprises are to be found in 
every sector in the economy. 


{[Govender] The visiting Danish Minister of Trade and 
Development Poul Nielsen said his government having sup- 
ported the struggle for freedom in South Africa would now 
actively support the economic empowerment of the disad- 
vantaged sectors of South Africa’s population. He 
announced that his government would provide 450 million 
rands in aid over the next four years. The Small Business 
Indaba, titled The President’s Conference on Small Business, 
is being attended by 2,000 local and foreign business people, 
including high ranking delegates from the United Nations 
Agency for Trade and Development, the European Union, 
and Denmark. [end recording] 


Deputy Defense Minister Defends Budget 
MB3003165695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1635 
GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] National Assembly March 30 
SAPA—lIndia’s humiliating stand down to Pakistan in 
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1971 proved that non-aligned states had to be able to 
protect their sovereignty, territory, seas and people, 
Deputy Defence Minister Mr Ronnie Kasrils said on 
Thursday. Speaking in debate on the budget, he said 
South Africa needed a defence force which could protect 
its hard-won democratic gains. 


The fact that hard-nosed individuals like Finance Minister 
Mr Chris Liebenberg and his deputy, Mr Alec Erwin, had 
accepted the defence budget and freed R700 million [rands] 
extra for the military spoke volumes. Citing conflict between 
India and Pakistan .n 1971, when a United States aircraft 
carrier sailed into the Bay of Bengal at Pakistan’s behest, he 
said “Uncle Sam’s” involvement had led to a humiliating 
stand down for India. India’s admirable pacifist tactics had 
not matched the occasion. Thanks to defence investment 
since then, a non-aligned country such as India had become 
a military and regional power. 


Sixteen wars were being fought around the world, 
including a conflict near South Africa, and the struggle 
for natural resources was increasing. The defence budget 
had been cut by half since the peak of South Africa’s war 
in Angola in 1989, yet there were as many troops 
deployed internally now as there had been at the “height 
of South Africa’s dirty wars into Africa”. 


It was also not a budget which served as fatted cow to be 
milked by everyone with a pail. While defence spending was 
an eminently respectable 2.1 percent of GDP—against 4.2 to 
4.5 percent in 1989—inroads were being made into capital 
costs which covered items such as aircraft, artillery, ships 
and armour. Further cuts would lead to continued depletion 
of the weapons needed for modern warfare. While he and 
Defence Minister Mr Joe Modise were extremely sensitive to 
the needs of the RDP [Reconstruction and Development 
Program], President Nelson Mandela had also stressed the 
need for stability in the face of anarchy and chaos. Social 
reform depended on the country’s ability to protect its 
hard-won gains of peace, democracy and sovereignty. ‘““We 
have to take future threats into account. If we do not have the 
ability to defend our advances, we’ll definitely end up like 
the emperor without clothes.” 


Gauteng ANC Condemns Police Union Protest 


MB3003161495 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1500 GMT 30 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC in Gauteng has 
condemned the go-slow protest action by South African 
Police Union [SAPU] members, saying it is part of an 
orchestrated campaign to undermine the government 
and President Nelson Mandela. 


The ANC says in a statement that SAPU was given an 
assurance during a meeting with Mr. Mandela, Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi, Police Commissioner 
George Fivaz, and other police unions that their concerns 
would be addressed. The ANC said SAPU had been formed 
as part of a campaign to counter the Police and Prisons Civil 
Rights Union during the apartheid era and had always been 
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opposed to strike action by police. In Port Elizabeth, pro- 
testing police workers have formed an alliance with the 
South African Police Union and formed an action committee 
to discuss harsher protest action. 


Some detectives and administrative court and mortuary 
workers involved in the action are non-unionized police 
members. 


Hostel Residents Call Ramaphosa ‘Blatant Liar’ 


MB2903090895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0836 
GMT 29 Mar 95 


{([FBIS Transcribed ‘‘ext] Johannesburg March 29 
SAPA—The National Hostel Residents Association 
[Nahosa] has threatened to embark on mass action in 
response to the remarks made by Constitutional 
Assembly Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa. 


In a statement on Wednesday, Nahosa spokesman Thu- 
lani Mlopshwa said Mr Ramaphosa’s remarks on 
Tuesday, following a peaceful Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP] commemoration service in central Johannesburg, 
showed he was a “blatant liar’’. 


Mr Ramaphosa told a press conference the IFP turn-out 
at the service to commemorate last year’s March 28 
killing of Zulu marchers was “unenthusiastic” and testi- 
mony to ordinary people’s rejection of violence. 


“This is absolute nonsense,” said Mr Mlopshwa, adding 
that his organisation would meet next week to consider 
action in response to the remarks. He said the low 
turn-out at Tuesday’s event was due to strict instructions 
from traditional leaders. 


“Traditional leaders had asked the masses to go to work 
and those who were not working were asked to stay 
behind and commemorate at their respective dwellings. 
Only the leaders were required to go to the commemo- 
ration in Johannesburg to lay wreaths for the deceased.” 


Nahosa was particularly offended by Mr Ramaphosa’s 
remarks because over 90 per cent of people killed on March 
28 last year were hostel residents, Mr Mlopshwa said. 


“Our observation of the issue is that Mr Ramaphosa was 
disappointed by the peaceful behaviour and the responsible 
leadership displayed by our traditional leaders during the 
event”. 


Nahosa, which claims to represent about 200,000 hostel 
residents in Gauteng, would actively support the widows of 
the victims in their bid to sue President Nelson Mandela as 
the person ultimately accountable for the killings. 


“‘We will demonstrate to him (Mr Ramaphosa) that we 
have got teeth to bite,” said Mr Mlospshwa. 


Auditor General Warns of ‘Financial Crisis’ 


MB3003095495 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 0430 GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The auditor general says South 
Africa is on the verge of a financial crisis if its affairs are not 
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dealt with as a matter of urgency. He attributed much of the 
blame for the current financial chaos to maladministration 
in the state departments, strikes and public violence. 


In his report tabled in Parliament yesterday, Mr. Henri 
Kluever said that the state departments did not have the 
necessary structures or means to function effectively. He said 
that this was the reason no progress had been made in the 
collection of huge amounts of unpaid taxes and fraud. Mr. 
Kluever said that protests and strikes in the Education 
Department had cost the country almost 240 million rands 
in the past two years. He said the Health Department had 
failed to account for 7 million rands. The Goldstone Com- 
mission had also spent about | 1 million rands on inquiries. 


Naidoo: Conditions Complicate Aid From Japan 


MB2903201195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1928 
GMT 29 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 29 SAPA— 
The spending of Japanese aid to South Africa had been 
complicated by tender conditions, Minister Without 
Portfolio Jay Naidoo said on Wednesday. 


Although the Reconstruction and Development Programme 
office wanted access to Japanese capital for a building 
project, it was having difficulties with conditions of the 
grant. “South African legislation argues that.for state tenders 
there must be South African companies; Japanese legislation 
argues it must be Japanese companies,” Mr Naidoo told a 
press briefing on his budget speech. Agreement had to be 
reached on the conditions, Reconstruction and Development 
Programme adviser Dr Bernie Fanaroff said. The Japanese 
required that their companies be the lead companies in all 
projects, sub-contracting South African companies. “So the 
money doesn’t come to us,” Dr Fanaroff added. “‘The money 
will go to Mitsubishi for a project and then Mitsubishi may 
or may not sub-contract companies in South Africa.” 


However, Mr Naidoo said the government’s attitude was 
that all foreign grants had to be part of South Africa’s 
overall budgetary process. “It’s very commendable to 
build a hospital in an area that desperately needs one. 
The critical question we should be asking ourselves, and 
that’s why we need to keep the budget under tight 
control, is whether the health budget can be restructured 
to pay for the hospital’s recurrent costs.” Solutions had 
to be negotiated when South Africa was given foreign 
grants that would not fall under the budget, further 
complicated by ihe aid not being subject to South 
African tender regulations, he added. 


Mr Naidoo said other components of the Japanese financial 
aid package, such as access to soft loans, had already been 
agreed to and “unpacked’’. About R300 million [rands} had 
been earmarked for Eskom’s [Electricity Supply Commis- 
sion] rural electrification programme. 
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Government Gives 2.5 Billion to Public Servants 


MB2903071195 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0500 GMT 29 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] In a development that will also 
benefit members of the police force, the government has 
allocated 2.5 billion rands to improve the conditions of 
public servants. 


The government’s announcement, made by Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi, came in the wake 
of a week of strike action by uniformed members of the 
police, but National Police Commissioner George Fivaz 
said late last night that a final figure for police salary 
increments has still to be negotiated. 


Earlier in the day he held talks with Mr. Mufaimadi, 
Public Service and Administration Minister Zola Skwey- 
iya, and the representatives of three police unions. 
Union members had threatened a full-blown strike if 
there was no decision soon regarding salaries and over- 
time payment. 


February Inflation Up to 9.9 Percent 


MB2903 113395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1102 
GMT 29 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 29 SAPA—The 
official inflation rate moved up 0.2 per cent to 9.9 per cent in 
February from 9.6 per cent in January, figures released 
Wednesday by Central Statistical Services [CSS] showed. 


The monthly increase in the consumer price index [CPI] 
was 0.5 due to gains in CPI for food, housing, and 
medical care and health care expenses. 


The increase in the food price index to 17.4 per cent in 
February, from 17.3 per cent in the previous month, was 
largely a result of higher price indices for vegetables, fish 
and seafood, and coffee, tea and cocoa. 


The rise in the CPI excluding food—in addition to 
housing, and medical and health care—was due to a 
higher rate of increase in prices for alcohol, cigarettes 
and tobacco, and fuel and power. 


The CPI for lower, middle and higher income groups 
showed annual increases in February of 10.5 per cent, 
10.1 per cent and 9.5 per cent respectively. 


The food CPI for the same categories showed annual! 
rates of increase of 16.9 per cent, 17 per cent and 17.9 
per cent, according to CSS figures. 


February Trade Surplus Falls Sharply 
MB3003 141895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1354 
GMT 30 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 30 SAPA— 
The monthly trade surplus fell sharply in February to 
R315.9-million [rands} from R1.043-billion as imports 
again gathered momentum, figures released Thursday by 
customs and excise show. The surplus was substantially 
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lower than economists had expected, but imports’ 
renewed gain was not surprising, they said. 


Imports in February grew to R7.867-billion from R6.797- 
billion in January as the surge in domestic fixed investment 
continued to feed the hunger for machinery and equipment 
imports. The stronger rand could also have fuelled import 
demand as importers’ sought to make their foreign pur- 
chases ahead of an expected weakening in the currency later 
in the year. A weaker rand would increase the cost of foreign 
goods and services. 


Exports increased slightly to R8.183-billion in February 
from R7.84-billion in January as mineral, pulp and 
paper, and precious stones achieved some growth while 
unclassified goods (mostly armaments) dropped. 
Imports in the first two months of this year of R14.664- 
billion were markedly higher than the R9.895-billion 
achieved in the same period a year earlier. Exports were 
also up for the first two months at R16.023-billion 
compared to R12.126-billion in 1994. 


South Africa continued to source the bulk of its imports 
from Europe but imports from Asia registered a strong 
increase over last year’s levels. Exports to Europe and 
Africa were also stronger than last year while exports 
increased slightly to Asia and decreased to America. 


W. Cape Province Faces 1 Billion Rand Deficit 


MB3003 150095 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 30 Mar 95 p 1 


[Report by Edward West] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—The Western Cape’s 
estimated Ribn [rands] budget deficit in 1995/ 
96—representing 12.6 percent of its R7.9bn budget—could 
throw the province into a serious funding crisis later in the 
year, finance minister Kobus Meiring said yesterday. 


He said in his budget speech if the underfunding con- 
tinued, the Western Cape was heading for a severe crisis 
and even possibly bankruptcy. “I shudder to think what 
is happening in other provinces. This is a direct result of 
underfunding of the provinces relative to more generous 
allocations for central government departments.” 


At a briefing before delivering the budget, Meiring said a 
possible solution to the funding crisis was reprioritising 
spending particularly in health and education. Another 
solution was exploiting other income sources such as gam- 
bling and levies, but the province lacked the necessary 
powers. There were also fears that central government might 
appropriate gambling revenue from provincial budgets. 


Of the R7.9bn budget, 95 percent would be derived from 
central government and 5 percent or R396m from the 
province’s income sources, consisting mainly of about 
R160m from health fees, about R19Om from vehicle 
licences and less than R30m from horse racing. About 93 
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percent of the budget was directed towards social uplift- 
ment, including R3.13bn to education, R1.96bn for 
welfare and R1.87bn for health. 


The education salary bill for personnel in service now would 
exceed the entire education allocation for the financial year. 
Education personnel could not be retrenched as President 
Nelson Mandela had promised no teacher would lose his 
job, and an estimated shortfall of R639m was expected by 
the provincial education department this year. 


The health services’ estimated budget shortfall was 
R170m which, together with the expected rolled-over 
deficit on health services from 1994/95, would bring the 
total provincial deficit to R1ibn. 


“‘Had the province remained within its health budget for 
1994/95, it would have had to retrench about 4,000 of its 
total of 37,000 staff members and close approximately 
400 hospital beds,” said Meiring. 


Plans to address budgetary requirements were at an 
advanced stage. To offset proportionately high spending 
on academic hospitals—60 percent of the health bud- 
get—a long-term plan to combine academic hospitals 
into a single training platform should reduce expenditure 
significantly. The housing department’s budget was esti- 
mated at R40m, lower by a third from R60.6m last year, 
but R40m would also be made available through the 
reconstruction and development programme for the Ser- 
viced Land Project, a housing, commercial and commu- 
nity development project on the Cape Flats. 


Business Confidence Drops in First 3 Months 


MB3003204095 Johannesburg BEELD (Business 
supplement) in Afrikaans 29 Mar 95 p S6 


[FBIS Transiated Text] The Bureau of Economic Investiga- 
tion’s business confidence index dropped 0.8 percent to 66 
percent in the first three months of this year compared with 
the 1994’s last quarter. The index rose sharply after the 
April 1994 election and for the first time since 1990 reached 
its highest level of 50 percent. Confidence in the building 
industry has increased from 45 percent to 58 percent, while 
confidence in the automobile industry also has increased, 
from 79 percent to 81 percent. Confidence in small business 
remained constant at 60 percent. 


Results of RDP Population Survey Released 


MB3 103054195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2330 
GMT 30 Mar 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 30 
SAPA—The first official statistical survey of the South 
African population to be used in the implementation of 
the Reconstruction and Development Programme 
{RDP] has put South Africa’s unemployment rate at 32.6 
per cent—or 4.7 million out of an economically active 
population of 14.297 million. 


The October household survey, carried out by the Cen- 
tral Statistical Service [CSS], was commissioned as one 
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of the presidential projects to kickstart the RDP by 
providing RDP-related information. 


Almost half the unemployed persons (48.7 per cent) were 
younger than 30 while the large majority (97.7 per cent) 
did not possess any post-school qualification. 


In terms of race-classification, the survey found the 
country’s 40.6 million people divided into 1.038 million 
Asians, 3.472 million coloureds, 5.192 million whites, 
and 30.944 million blacks. 


The country’s economically active population, which 
constituted 35.2 per cent of total population, was com- 
prised of 408,476 Asians, 1.4930 million coloureds, 
2.481 million whites, and 9.913-million blacks. 


Most whites (76.4 per cent) had access to a medical aid 
benefit fund, compared to only 9.2 per cent of blacks. 


The informal sector, not included in official surveys by the 
CSS, employed about 1.5-million people. The sector’s con- 
tribution to the gross domestic product amounted to 6.7 per 
cent of the estimated official GDP for 1994. 


The survey also found a large discrepancy between the 
standard of services available in black households com- 
pared to those of other population groups. 


An estimated 97.7 per cent of Asian households, 76 per 
cent of coloured households and 98.4 per cent of white 
households had running water inside their dwellings 
compared to 27.4 per cent of black households. 


A total of 11.6 per cent of blacks have no sanitation 
facilities. All whites surveyed had sanitation facilities. 


In terms of quality of life, 6.8 per cent of blacks feel unsafe 
in their neighbourhoods, compared to 3.1 per cent of whites. 


Recent Rains Possibly Not Enough To End Shortage 


MB3003 183195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1759 
GMT 30 Mar 95 


(Report by Bobby Jordan] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 30 
SAPA—lIt never rains, but it pours, and then it doesn’t 
always pour where it’s supposed to. That’s the woeful 
message from water officials who say South Africans 
may soon face stringent water restrictions despite heavy 
downpours throughout the country. 


“We've certainly had lots of rain here over the past few 
days,”’ said Rand Water Board operations manager Attie 
van Rensburg on Thursday, “unfortunately it just 
doesn’t seem to have fallen in the right catchment area.” 
He said Gauteng residents would have to prepare for 
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their first water restrictions since 1983—likely to be 
announced soon by the Department of Water Affairs. 


The deluge of rainy weather that has soaked Gauteng since 
Friday [24 March] last week, leaving over 400 people home- 
less in various squatter communities, resulted in a mere 0.47 
per cent increase in the level of the Vaal dam. The Vaal dam, 
now 15.03 per cent full, is the main source of water for most 
consumers in Gauteng. Mr van Rensburg said although the 
Hartebeespoort dam’s level had risen ten per cent in the past 
week, the dam was too far away to offset water shortages in 
Johannesburg. 


The Tugela/Vaal water scheme, which directs water from 
KwaZulu/Natal over the escarpment into the Vaal dam, 
is not able to offset the water shortage. Despite constant 
water supplements from the Sterkfontein dam—the 
scheme’s main storage dam—the Vaal dam remains 
relatively empty. Furthermore, additional supplies from 
the Lesotho Highlands Water Project will only begin in 
1998, leaving authorities with a three-year thirst. And 
the Lesotho liighlands Project will only provide addi- 
tional water for industrial use—it doesn’t solve water 
supply problems for agriculture. 


In the Northern Cape, water restrictions are also likely to 
be introduced unless the Orange River starts stirring 
things up a bit. Western Cape Water Affairs Department 
spokesman Willie Enright said the Northern Cape suf- 
fered from a shortage of dams and water restrictions 
were the only way to conserve the scarce water resources. 


In contrast, some dams in the Western Cape are overflowing, 
and most are close to capacity. But water restrictions in this 
winter-rainfall region might still be introduced before the 
year 2000 to deal with the rapid growth in consumer 
demand. Mr Enright says Cape Town will have to create at 
least one additional water scheme every two to three years in 
order to cope with the demand. 


Conditions in KwaZulu/Natal are wetter. Eleven of the 
provinces’s 16 dams are more than half full. 


But in the north of the country, water shortages are 
looming. Both the North-West and Northern Transvaal 
Provinces may find themselves high and dry due to 
prolonged drought conditions. Many dams are empty 
and authorities talk of a “‘near crisis situation”. Tzaneen 
dam in the heart of the normally productive Letaba 
Valley remains empty while Middle Letaba dam is only 
12 per cent full. 


Meteorologists say South Africans simply have to come 
to terms with the basic climatalogical facts—South 
Africa is dry. “It’s not that we’re necessarily drying up,” 
says acting director of climatology at the Weather 
Bureau, Mike Laing, “we just have to accept that abun- 
dant rain (over 500mm per annum) occurs only in the 
eastern parts of the country”. ““We have to appreciate 
that water is our most precious resource,” Laing said. 
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